
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF OCTOBER 27, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:31p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 
Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 
Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to move the approval of the Minutes for the 
October 13, 2020 Commissioner Meeting to the November meeting so that they could 
be properly reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously.  
 
Mayor Rochford then introduced the following proclamations: 
 

- National Friends of the Library Week (October 18 thru 24, 2020) 
Jordan Bilodeau, Children’s Librarian, thanked the Haddonfield Friends of the 
Library for all that they do for the library and commented on the programs that 
are available due to this group.  The success of the various events that had been 
carried out through the weekend of October 22nd were reviewed.  
 

- Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October) 
Jason Cutler, Police Chief, noted that the number of calls for domestic violence 
have increased during the COVID-19 pandemic and thanked the Commissioner 
for their recognition of this issue. 

 
- World War II Remembrance Month (November) 

Joe McElroy, member of the American Legion, Post #38, thanked the 
Commissioners for the proclamation.  He also noted that Al Peake would 
traditionally remind everyone of the 4 Pillars of Service of The American Legion at 
times like this – Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, 
and Children & Youth.  The Legion is meeting remotely at this time as well.  He 
further pointed out that there are presently 14 members of WWII in Post 38.  Mayor 
Rochford commented on the upcoming dedication on November 11th for the Blue 
Star Memorial that is placed in front of the Borough Hall.  Mr. McElroy advised that 
Post #38 will be providing the Honor Guard for this ceremony. 

 
Ordinance 2020-05 was introduced for second reading, which amends the Borough’s 
existing parking regulations in Code Chapter 232.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich opened 
the public hearing and provided a brief explanation on the ordinance indicating that 
these changes were being done at the request of the residents, as well as our first 
responders to ensure that they would be able to respond to emergencies in these areas.  
As there were no questions asked at this time Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a 
motion to close the public hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  
Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich unanimously 
approved the following resolutions with no questions asked: 



 
2020-10-27-123 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
2020-10-27-124 Authorization to Participate in a Shared Services Arrangement with 

Cherry Hill for Victim’s Services Domestic Violence Response Team 
2020-10-27-125 Authorization for Moratorium on Specific Downtown Parking between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays 
2020-10-27-126 Authorization for Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC to Hold Candlelight 

Shopping and Small Business Weekend Events 
2020-10-27-127 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Application 
2020-10-27-128 Authorization to Reject Bids – Police Department Vehicle 
2020-10-27-129 Authorization to Approve Appointment – Deputy Registrar of Vital Statics 
2020-10-27-130 Authorization to Advertise for Requests for Proposal – Planning Board 

Solicitor 
2020-10-27-131 Authorization to Advertise for Requests for Proposal – Zoning Board of 

Adjustment Solicitor 
2020-10-27-132 Authorization to Amend Shared Services Agreement with Borough of 

Magnolia for Tax Collector Services 
2020-10-27-133 Authorization to Approve Stipend for Borough of Haddonfield Tax 

Collector in Conjunction with Shared Services Agreement with Borough 
of Magnolia 

 
Mayor Rochford then opened the meeting for Public Comments. 
 
Ginny DeLong, Roberts Avenue, on behalf of the HERD lawsuit members, asked for an 
update on the Bancroft development and referenced the October 13th information 
release from the Board of Commissioners.  She noted that the Judge commented on age 
restricted units a year ago and asked what specific steps have been take to comply with 
the Judge’s order.  Mayor Rochford replied that the Borough looked at two plans from 
the developer, which were received just prior to the Judge’s order.  Additionally, we 
looked at one presented from HERD in February.  In discussions with the developer about 
an age restriction plan the Borough was told that there was not a market for this, 
therefore, they were not willing to do incorporate that into their plan.  The Borough 
Solicitor pointed out that there was a court order on September 30th, which was 
subsequently settled because HERD had moved off the flats proposal as they could not 
find anyone interested in developing such a project reasonably.  Various proposed plans 
were referenced before talking about the February 11, 2020 meeting between members 
of HERD and the Board of Commissioners where HERD presented their newest plan for 130 
flats with 19 affordable units.  This plan was presented to the developer, who went back 
to one of the original plans consisting of 80 age targeted townhomes.  The Solicitor then 
commented that he has received a letter from the HERD attorney, which he will be 
responding to shortly.  Ms. DeLong then noted that in late February 2020 Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich mentioned to her that the Commissioners will be drafting a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for a developer, which a copy of would be provided to HERD.  However, 
they have never received such a document.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich talked about 
the February 11th meeting with HERD and commented regarding the RFP that HERD was 
told that the document would have to be revied with the developer first, as well as 
counsel.  The Borough had received no response initially from the developer, but after a 
period of time we were told that they would be interested in this approach.  No such 



document has been reviewed by the Board of Commissioners, and legalities pertaining 
to such an approach needed to be reviewed in more detail.   
 
Chris Maynes, Roberts Avenue, noted that he had been in attendance at the February 
11, 2020 meeting between HERD and the Board of Commissioners.  At that time HERD was 
led to believe that the RFP would move forward.  He believes that the Commissioners 
dragged this process out and dropped what would have been the best path.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that the RFP should have been done at the 
beginning of this process.  She then also pointed out that the developer has submitted 
plans that must be considered before going out to RFP at this point.  The Commissioner 
then noted that the Borough reached out over the summer to the developer’s 
representative, but were unsuccessful in obtaining a meaningful dialogue.  She finished 
by pointing out that within a month of the February 11th meeting COVID-19 hit.  
 
The Borough Solicitor commented that there was no agreement for an RFP at the time of 
the February 11th meeting with HERD.  Discussions were then held between the Solicitor 
and Mr. Maynes regarding the proposal submitted by HERD at the February 11th meeting 
for flats.  Mr. Maynes indicated that HERD has remained a proponent of the flats since 
this project was started and disagreed with the Solicitor’s comments that they were not.  
Discussions ensued regarding townhome units, flats, the inclusion of an RFP, the lack of 
input from residents to the Commissioners regarding either townhomes or flats, as well as 
the February 11th meeting with HERD.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich commented that this 
is not the proper forum to get into the details on a plan. 
 
David Hunter, Windsor Avenue, stated that on numerous occasions in the past there have 
conversations about the townhouse development being age targeted and asked the 
Commissioners to explain how the seniors would benefit from such a project.  Mayor 
Rochford stated that this project is for active adults over 55, not seniors.  He did not 
believe that the Borough has been inconsistent with this approach.  Commissioner Kasko 
agreed with the Mayor that this is not for seniors.  He also referred people back to the 
Redevelopment Plan, with specific references to age targeted and noted that both 
former Commissioners Moscatelli and Marshall were committed to age targeted as well.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich pointed out that she was not a part of the conversations on 
age targeted versus age restricted.  What she looked at is accessibility and steep slopes.  
Additionally, she did not have a comment on the current submitted plan as she has not 
seen it as yet. 
 
Ms. DeLong, referencing the October 13th Borough informational release, asked when did 
the developer tell the Commissioners that he was submitting the 80-unit plan.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that the Commissioners did not receive advanced 
notice that they would be dropping off a plan.  The Administrator noted that the 
submission came in late-September or early October.  Ms. DeLong asked if the plan 
would be made public once it was deemed complete.  The Administrator advised that 
the plan was still being reviewed for completeness and noted that there are stormwater 
issues that need to be addressed as well.  As for a timeline, the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) process has been reinstituted at this point and their sub-committee 
has met with the developer and necessary corrections are being made to the plan at 
this time.  The full HPC will be meeting in late November/early December to review the 



full plan.  Ms. DeLong asked how the Planning Board (PB) will be able to review the plan 
prior to the end of the year, and if it will take the HPC three (3) full meetings before they 
can issue a statement on the plan.  The Administrator then reviewed the process between 
the HPC and PB for the plan. 
 
A question received from Jack Tarditi, Washington Avenue, prior to the meeting was read 
by the Administrator:  Will the Mayor and Commissioner please give an update on the 
steps taken to achieve age restriction status in conjunction with Judge Famular’s order.  
Mayor Rochford advised that this was also asked by Ms. DeLong and previously 
answered.   
 
No further questions or comments were made at this time. 
 
Commissioner Kasko wished everyone a safe Halloween and asked everyone to keep 
safe and stay local.  He also noted that the Borough is moving into the fall leaf collection 
period.  Mayor Rochford stated that leaf collection started this week.  He further noted 
that there are manpower issues because the Borough is having difficulty in getting the 
10-14 temporary employees on a daily basis, which is making it difficult to have all of the 
leafer trucks out that we usually have.  Residents were reminded to not put their leaves 
in the street.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked everyone to be safe on Halloween and 
to avoid large crowds.  If there is a home with “contact free candy” out she asked people 
to leave some for the younger children.  She finished by commenting on the “BOO Bags” 
organized through Celebrations Association; which are treat bags for $5 each available 
through Eventbrite.com, which will be delivered on Halloween. 
 
At 8:52 p.m. Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 
potential litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bianco Bezich and 
approved unanimously.  The Administrator announced that this portion of the meeting 
would be held via ZOOM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


